Network: Surface, Rhythm, Affect

Touch is a multifarious sense.

It is introspective and allows communication with the outside world. It is a material and
metaphorical experience. Every human being has a physical and psychological
dependence on receiving touch; it is the first sense that develops and the fundament of
experiencing and shaping the world. Touch is so complex to unpick and understand that
even the influential philosopher Aristoteles was over-challenged entirely by it, and the
research process is still ongoing.

This exhibition introduces and explores fundamental aspects of touch, including
connections over distance through sight and sound, physical active exploration, and
passive stimulation. It thinks through what our body reacts to, what our fingers are
sensitized for, and what our hairy skin prefers.

Ceramics have always been associated with human existence. There is a natural
connection to this material, which is both natural soil and precious white gold. Porcelain is
a material that reacts sensitively to human touch and human presence in different ways. It
preserves our imprints when raw and saves and reflects our body temperature once it is
fired. It is both sterile and emotional. We find it in laboratories, bathrooms, and museums,
always documenting human medical, technical and cultural development.

Living and studying in Arita while being under the strong influence of culture, social norms,
and material interactions results in an installation in which the literal and symbolic merge.
The resulting work aims to show how people and materials impact each other in distance
and closeness.
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